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[bookmark: _Toc149128092][bookmark: _Toc205374520]BACKGROUND INFORMATION

[bookmark: _Toc149128093]The project titled ““Inclusive dialogue for the progress of society” (hereinafter: Action), grant contract number: IPA/2022/440-356, dated December 16th 2022, implemented by the “Center for Democracy and Human Rights” (CEDEM) in partnership with the NGO “Center for Democratic Transition” (CDT), financially supported by the European Union, through the Delegation of European Union to Montenegro, and co-financed by the Ministry of Public Administration, is developed with the overall objective of contributing to the EU integration process of Montenegro by fostering democratic reforms and good governance through enhanced multi-sectoral policy dialogue, strengthened legislative and oversight role of the Parliament, improved coordination with the Government, increased capacity to scrutinise legislation for EU acquis compliance, and promoted transparent and inclusive dialogue between citizens, civil society and state institutions.. The Action will contribute to this objective by implementing specific objective, i.e. to enhance multi-sectoral policy dialogue through effective inclusion of CSOs in decision-making process and inclusive dialogue between citizens, CSOs and the Parliament of Montenegro. By achieving these milestones, the Action will lay the groundwork for better oversight and legislative role of the Parliament, on one side, and enhanced participation and promoted inclusive dialogue between citizens, CSOs and the Parliament of Montenegro. It will contribute to reaching political criteria of the EU negotiation process. Also, it will provide beneficiaries to exchange opinions and drew comparisons with best practices in CoE/EU members states.
In pursuit of these objectives, Center for Democracy and Human Rights (CEDEM), as the Lead applicant, and Center for Democratic Transition (CDT), with expert support of the Association of Lawyers of Montenegro commit to deliver 3 main outcomes, specifically targeting representatives of CSOs, members of the Parliament and its working bodies, as well as administrative staff, vulnerable groups such as elderly, women, LGBTI,  persons with disabilities, Roma and  minorities, representatives of media outlets and representatives of the public institutions by implementing three work packages of activities toward the achievement of outcomes.
OBJECTIVE, PURPOSE & EXPECTED RESULTS
[bookmark: _Toc149128094][bookmark: _Toc205374521]Overall objective
The objective of this call is to engage an expert who will be responsible for the development of the Report on monitoring the work of the Parliament of Montenegro, with a specific focus on the European integration process. The expert will review the documentation collected during the monitoring activities, analyze the findings, and produce a comprehensive report including key conclusions and recommendations aimed at improving the Parliament’s role in the European integration process.
[bookmark: _Toc149128096][bookmark: _Toc205374522]SCOPE OF THE WORK
[bookmark: _Toc149128097][bookmark: _Toc205374523]General
The purpose of this contract is to contribute to strengthening the oversight and legislative role of the Parliament of Montenegro in the context of the European integration process, through evidence-based reporting and tailored recommendations. The selected expert will be responsible be responsible for reviewing and analyzing the documentation collected through the parliamentary monitoring process, drafting a structured and analytical report based on the findings, and formulating concrete, evidence-based recommendations. The report should reflect the key developments and challenges related to the European integration process, and be prepared in close coordination with the project team, incorporating relevant feedback into its final version.
[bookmark: _Toc149128098][bookmark: _Toc205374524]Specific Activities
The legal expert engaged for the development of a report on monitoring the legislative and oversight role of the Parliament of Montenegro, with a focus on the European integration process, will be responsible for:
Review the documentation collected within the framework of the parliamentary monitoring process;
Analyse the data and findings resulting from the monitoring activities;
Draft the monitoring report based on the reviewed documentation and analysis;
Formulate clear and evidence-based recommendations stemming from the monitoring results;
Ensure the report is aligned with the objectives related to the European integration process and reflects key developments and challenges;
Collaborate with the project team to integrate feedback and finalize the report.

Methodology
The expert for developing the monitoring report worked in close collaboration with the project team and relevant stakeholders to ensure strategic and effective communication. Activities were conducted in line with the project’s needs and the instructions of the Project Manager.
The deliverables included:
-	A comprehensive monitoring report on the work of the Parliament of Montenegro, with a particular focus on the European integration process.
-	A summary of key findings based on the reviewed monitoring documentation;
-	A set of concrete, actionable recommendations for improving parliamentary performance in the context of European integration.
[bookmark: _Toc149128099][bookmark: _Toc205374525]LOGISTICS AND TIMING
[bookmark: _Toc149128100][bookmark: _Toc205374526]Location
Montenegro
[bookmark: _Toc149128101][bookmark: _Toc205374527]Start date and period of implementation
The assignment is expected to last  from 11st July 2024  to 31th  December 2024, with a possibility of extension based on project needs and performance. The expert will work on a freelance basis, with a flexible schedule agreed upon with the project team.

Payments for the deliverables will be made in a single instalment, upon completion of the engagement period, and will be subject to a quality review, clearance, and acceptance by the Project Manager and Director.

[bookmark: _Toc149128102][bookmark: _Toc205374528]REQUIREMENTS
[bookmark: _Toc149128103][bookmark: _Toc205374529]Legal Expert must fulfil the following requirements: 
[bookmark: _Toc205374530]Educational Qualifications:
· A university degree in Law, with additional training in areas related to EU integration and public policy.
Professional Experience:
· Over 5 years of experience in legal and policy analysis in Montenegro, especially in the areas of rule of law, public administration, and EU integration.

· Participated in government and institutional working groups for the drafting of laws and strategic documents.

· Experience in monitoring the work of the Parliament, with a focus on its legislative and oversight roles.

· Authored legal and policy reports with practical recommendations for institutional improvement.

Key Competencies & Skills:
 Excellent knowledge of the legal system, institutional reform, and alignment with the EU acquis.
 Strong writing and reporting skills in Montenegrin and English.
 Ability to work independently, meet deadlines, and provide clear and structured analysis.
 Fluency in English and Montenegrin language.
[bookmark: _Toc149128104][bookmark: _Toc205374531]Application Procedure:
[bookmark: _Hlk193653269]The offer must be submitted in 1 (one) original. In the case of submission by e-mail, the tenderer will submit a scanned, signed original tender. The publisher of this call can reject all offers that do not use the prescribed form.


The offer consists of:

· standard form for submission of offers and technical offer, which is available in part B of the tender documentation and
· the financial offer, which is available in part C of this tender file. The financial offer must be submitted in a separate envelope.

In addition to the offer, the tenderer is obliged to submit the following supporting documentation (in copies or scanned versions in the case of submission by e-mail:

· Portfolio/CV of the tenderer.
.
Offers will be submitted via e-mail contain the following information - the subject of the e-mail should be: CEDEM_ToR_Legal expert - tenderer's name and will be sent to e-mail: info@cedem.me.

Offers will be submitted by e-mail, in person – hand delivery, by post or courier to the following address:

[bookmark: _Hlk205371079]Centar za demokratiju i ljudska prava (CEDEM)
Bulevar Džordža Vašingtona 92
81000 Podgorica, Montenegro

Offers will be contained the following information:

· Tenderer 's name and address
· Title of the tender: TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE SELECTION – LEGAL EXPERT for the development of a report on monitoring the legislative and oversight role of the Parliament of Montenegro, within the project “Inclusive dialogue for the progress of society” 
· Reference number: IPA/2022/440-356/5.2.4/W/01
· Marked clearly with notice: "Do not open before the tender opening meeting"

The applicant must include a financial offer together with all other requested documents, taking into consideration the objectives of the assignment, the tasks to be performed and deliverables requested. Please note that the financial offer must include all costs with the maximum limit of up to EUR 3.000,00 (gross total for the whole period of the engagement).

Deadline for submission the offers is 4th July 2024 at 13:00h p.m. Any offer received after this deadline will be automatically rejected.
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